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Benefits and Overview 

of Certifications 



Benefits of CSI Certification 

¸ Being certified helps you stand apart from the competition 

¸ Whether you specialize in specifications, contract administration, or 
product representation, getting a certification benefits the entire 
construction industry.  

¸ Having a CSI certification shows the construction industry that you 
have an understanding of the entire construction process. . 

¸ CSI is the only organization to represent all of the members of the 
construction team and having certification allows one to 
communicate to others in the industry more effectively.   



Benefits of CSI Certification (cont.) 

¸ Through CSI's certification program, a person can develop skills in: 

- Construction documentation and administration 

- Specification writing and enforcement 

- Product research and sourcing 

- Communication with the design and contracting teams 

¸ CSI's Construction Document Technologist (CDT) certificate is a 
prerequisite to CSI advanced certifications: CCCA, CCS, CCPR, all 
of which will be covered in this presentation.  



Why obtain a CDT? 

It shows that you understand how construction documents are 
prepared and you can interpret them.  

¸ It shows that you understand the roles and relationships of all 
parties 

¸ Having a CDT helps improve communication among the 
members of the construction team 

¸ It is a prerequisite for the CSI certification exam 

¸ For those taking the architectural registration exam, it is a 
great help in passing the construction documents and services 
portion.  



Why obtain a CDT (cont)? 

Passing the CDT exam allows you to add the ñCDTò credential 
after your name.   

¸ It is a lifetime credential and a certificate of achievement. 
There is no continuing education nor renewal fee required.  

¸ The CDT certificate will raise your confidence by showing that 
you have the knowledge and skills to perform your role more 
effectively 

¸ It will empower you with the understanding of the construction 
process. 

 



Why become a CCCA?  

Being  a CCCA shows that you are able to develop, administer, 
and enforce construction documents.  

¸ You get to add the CCCA credential after you name. 

¸ It is a certification that requires a renewal every three years. 

¸ It empowers you with a greater understanding of the 
development of the construction documents and 
administration of construction contracts.  

¸ You will also be listed in the CSI certificants directory 

 



Why become a CCPR?  

Being  a CCPR shows that you are able to understand 
construction documents. 

¸ You get to add the CCPR credential after you name. 

¸ It is a certification that requires a renewal every three years. 

¸ It empowers you with a greater understanding of the 
development of the construction documents and 
administration of construction contracts.  

¸ You will also be listed in the CSI certificants directory 

 



Why become a CCS?  

Being  a CCS shows that you are able prepare written 
construction documents and perform their jobs more effectively. 

¸ You get to add the CCS credential after you name. 

¸ It is a certification that requires a renewal every three years. 

¸ It empowers you with a greater understanding of the 
development of the construction documents and 
administration of construction contracts.  

¸ You will also be listed in the CSI certificants directory 

 



Certification Committee 

Format 



Assess Current Needs 

 

Å How many candidates currently wish to take the CDT? 

CCS? CCCA? CCPR? 

Å How many chapter members are CDTs?... CCSs? 

CCCAs? CCPRs? 

Å Do you have a budget?  (Do you need one?) 

 



Decide on Format(s) 

¸Hold classes 

¸Facilitate a study group 

¸Daily/weekly email 

¸Conference calls 

¸Webinars 

¸One-day breakdown 



When? 
 

Å Spring or Fall Exam Window? 

Å Both? 

Å Weekdays or Weekends 

üBefore or after work?   

üOver lunch? 

Å Adjacent to Chapter Meetings 



Where? Å Conference or training 

room 

Å Banquet Hall 

Å Local Meeting Room 

Å Restaurant, Coffee 

Shop, Café  

Å Centralized location 

adjacent to major 

thoroughfare 

 



Committees of One 

 

Å Plan, plan, plané ahead! 

Å Ask for help for small, specific tasks 

Å Recruit an instructor for one session 

Å Recruit someone to be the ñpeanut galleryò at your 

classes/sessions 

Å Recruit help from the candidates 



Committees of 2 or More 
 

Å Plan, plan, plané ahead! 

Å Assign specific tasks 

Å Assign each task 

Å Keep your volunteers engaged 



Certification Committee 

Resources 



Every CDT candidate needs a 

self study plan. 
 
http://csinet.org/Main-Menu-Category/Certification/CDT/CDT-Exam-Prep 
 
Å CDT Candidate Handbook (FREE)  
 This free handbook helps you to plan your study process.  
 
Å CDT Exam Study Workbook (downloadable) 
 This workbook helps you study and navigate the PDPG.  
 Pricing (downloadable):      Members $19.99       Non-members $24.99 

 
Å Project Delivery Flash Cards from iTunes  
 Pricing (downloadable):       Members $4.99         Non-members $9.99 

 
Å On-Demand Webinars (CDT Prep Course) 
 The CDT Prep Course is a series webinars. 11 Hours (8 Sessions) 
 Pricing (On Demand):      Members $175       Non-members $230 
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Every Instructor needs a teaching plan. 











Certification Committee 

Marketing 



Publish 

 

ÅChapter newsletter 

ÅOther trade organizationsô 

newsletters 

ÅCSInet.org 

ÅTweet 



Passing the CDT earns architectural 

registration education (ARE) training 

hours. NCARB awards: 
 

Å 40 elective hours for earning 

your CDT certificate 
 

Å 40 core minimum hours in 

ñTraining Area 9 - 

Specifications & Material 

Researchò for passing CCS 

certification 
 

Å 40 core minimum hours in 

ñTraining Area 12 - 

Construction Phaseò for 

passing CCCA certification 
Å http://ncarb.org/Experience-Through-Internships/IDP2-Experience-Settings/IDP2-

Supplemental-Experience-Core/Certificate-Programs.aspx  
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